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Clinical Snapshot-Scabies 
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eyes and mucous membranes during application. It is 
highly recommended to instruct patients to wash bed 
linens, clothing, and towels in hot water or have them dry 
cleaned to kill the scabies mite. It is also recommended to 
decontaminate other personal items. All family members 
and close contacts of those diagnosed with scabies must 
receive treatment. 

Nursing Measures: Instructing patients on the proper 
use of prescribed medications and their respective side 
effects are two of the many measures nurses must make. 
Nursing staff can suspect scabies when there is a history of 
pruritus in other family members or caregivers of a patient 
with scabies. Moreover, nurses must be aware of Id reac- 
tions, or autoeczematization, a generalized acute cutaneous 
reaction characterized by a pruritic rash. Id reactions can 
occur when patients are infected with parasites such as the 
arachnid mite in scabies. 
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